
 

  
 
 
 

Divorce & 
Civil Partnership Dissolution 

 

What is a divorce/dissolution?  

Divorce/dissolution is the legal process by which a marriage/civil partnership is terminated. It is a 
permanent measure and cannot be undone once the final decree or order has been granted.   

If you are unsure about terminating your marriage or civil partnership permanently, there are ways to 
secure yourself financially until you make a decision. However, these are not 100% binding and so, 
you should discuss your position with a legal advisor.  

Equally, if you do not believe in the concept of divorce/dissolution for personal or religious reasons, 
you may choose to become judicially separated. This leaflet does not cover judicial separation, but 
you may discuss this option further with one of our lawyers.   

What is the divorce/dissolution process?  

Firstly, you must issue an application for divorce (previously referred to as a petition) at court. On 6 
April 2022 divorce law changes and an application for divorce/dissolution will no longer cite one of 
five facts (adultery, unreasonable behaviour, 2 years' separation by consent, 5 years' separation, or 
desertion).  Under the new law (The Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020), an application will 
instead be based on a statement that the marriage has broken down irretrievably.  

A spouse can file a sole application, or both spouses can a file a joint application if they wish.  A joint 
application can subsequently be 'switched' to a sole application (at conditional order or final order 
application stage).  However, a sole application cannot be changed to a joint application. Whether to 
file a sole or joint application should be considered in advance of filing an application. 

A respondent spouse will only be able to dispute an application in limited circumstances. They cannot 
dispute whether the marriage has broken down. They can only dispute the application because they 
dispute the jurisdiction of the court to conduct the divorce in England and Wales; they dispute the 
validity of the marriage; or the marriage has already been legally ended.  It will also be possible to 
challenge proceedings for reasons such as fraud and procedural compliance. 

Although a separate application for an order for costs against the respondent can be filed, under the 
new divorce law it will be unusual to do so.  It may be considered in exceptional circumstances, such 
as where additional legal costs have been incurred due to the respondent's actions in the proceedings, 
for example if it is necessary to prove the respondent has been served with the divorce application. 

Divorce applications are generally dealt with electronically, although a paper application will be 
necessary in certain circumstances. The application is filed on the online HMCTS portal and there is a 
court fee of £593 in addition to your solicitors’ costs for preparing the application. You must also 
submit your original marriage/civil partnership certificate or a certified copy obtained from the 
Register Office. 

If it is a sole application, your spouse will then need to respond to the application using the standard 
court reply form within 14 days.  If your spouse does not respond at all, you may need to take 
additional steps to prove that your spouse is aware of the application (even if they still do not wish to 
reply). 
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From 6 April 2022, there will be a minimum period of 20 weeks from the date the court issues the 
application to the date that an application for conditional order (previously referred to as decree nisi) 
can be filed. When 20 weeks have elapsed, the next stage is to apply for a conditional order. A 
statement of truth is signed confirming that the facts stated in the application are true and making 
any amendments or corrections as may be necessary. The court will then consider your application 
and decide whether it may proceed. Usually, the court will set a date for the pronouncement of the 
conditional order. 

Once the conditional order is pronounced, you must wait at least 6 weeks and 1 day from that date to 
apply for the final order (previously referred to as decree absolute). If the respondent has applied to 
the court to consider their financial position after the divorce, the court must not make the Final Order 
unless it is satisfied no financial provision is required or, if it is, that the applicant is making appropriate 
provision. In any event, we may recommended delaying the application for the final order in cases 
where a financial settlement has not yet been finalised. Your legal advisor will discuss this with you at 
the relevant time.   

We offer a range of fee options for divorce or dissolution proceedings, including fixed fees in eligible 
cases. If you require further information regarding this, please ask your legal advisor.      

 

Divorce procedure 

Preparation and drafting of Application (sole Application or joint Application). 

 

File Application at Court (online or on paper) with court fee and original 
Marriage Certificate. 

 

Court will issue Application and serve it on the Respondent. In some cases 
other arrangements for service will be required. 

 

Respondent to complete and return Acknowledgment of Service. 

 

Once 20 weeks have elapsed from issue of Application: Applicant to file 
Application for the Conditional Order. 

 

Court to consider Application and, if content, grant a Certificate of 
Entitlement to a Conditional Order with date for pronouncement. 

 

Court pronounces Conditional Order. 

 

Applicant applies for Final Order no less than 6 weeks and 1 day after 
Conditional Order has been pronounced. 

OR  Respondent applies for Final Order no less than 3 months after the date 
the Applicant could first make the application. 

 

Provided the Court is satisfied that financial provision is not required or, if 
required, has been provided by the applicant (if the respondent has applied 

for their position to be considered): 
Final Order pronounced and the marriage is dissolved. 

 

Contact us: 
6 The Drive, Hove, BN3 3JA  

01273 956270  
Email: family@goodlawsolicitors.co.uk  
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