
 

 

Why make POWER OF ATTORNEY 
 
 
MORE IMPORTANT THAN A WILL? 
Everyone knows you should write a will to provide for 
your loved ones, but Powers of Attorney are possibly 
even more important as they ensure your family can 
help if you ever lose mental capacity. It happens a 
lot. As well as dementia people may suffer a loss of 
capacity through an accident, Illness, medication, 
depression or stroke. In any of these circumstances, 
if you haven't made a Lasting Power of Attorney 
(LPA) appointing people to take decisions on your 
behalf it could have serious results. 

 
THE HEALTH LPA 
The Health LPA gives your attorneys the right to 
speak with doctors and consent to medical treatment 
on your behalf.  

Many treatments and operations (e.g. cancer 
treatments) have risks attached, so your consent is 
needed before a doctor or surgeon will proceed. 
Normally you can give consent personally but if you 
have limited capacity the only person who can 
consent for you is a properly appointed attorney. 
Your spouse does not have legal authority to give 
consent unless they are named as your attorney.  

Put simply, a Health LPA helps ensure you can get 
the best possible treatment and gives your attorneys 
the ability to challenge decisions if necessary.  

We recently encountered a situation where the NHS 
refused to perform a cataract operation, as there was 
no one capable of consenting to the procedure. At 
the other end of the scale a Health LPA can be 
crucial if you ever face a life or death situation such 
as resuscitation; without it such decisions would be 
left entirely in the hands of medical staff who won’t 
know your wishes or what’s best for you. 

Your attorneys can also make care decisions, so if a 
local authority is pushing you towards a nursing 
home you’ll have someone to fight your corner and 
help you stay in your own property and get financial 
support. It’s reassuring to have people with your best 
interests at heart making important decisions if you 
aren’t able to. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FINANCIAL LPA 
The Financial LPA appoints people to look after your 
money and manage your life. Banks, Pensions, Tax, 
even Gas and Electric can be impossible to deal with 
without this document in place.  It’s incredibly helpful 
to people suffering from dementia but also to anyone 
who has an accident or who’s just finding paperwork a 
bit much to deal with themselves.  

If you own a property jointly and one of you loses 
capacity the other person will be unable to move 
house without a power of attorney in place. 

As with the Health LPA you can only make them while 
you have full mental capacity. 
 
YOU CAN’T MUDDLE THROUGH WITHOUT ONE 
Many people think they’ll somehow muddle through 
without LPAs, but this isn’t possible in most cases. 
Even being a signatory on an account is only legal 
while the account holder has full mental capacity. 
Surprisingly “Next-of-Kin” has no legal standing and a 
spouse is unable to see your medical notes or take 
medical decisions on your behalf without official 
authority. 
 
SOONER IS FAR BETTER THAN LATER 
Crucially, you can only make LPAs when you have full 
mental capacity - you can't wait until you suffer a loss 
of capacity as by then it's too late to make them - 
that's why we recommend doing them when you 
make your will. 

Once you reach retirement age the risk of not having 
LPAs in place is too great to ignore - It's just 
something everyone should get round to doing. 

The good news is the process simple and affordable, 
and once it’s done, you’ll have the comfort of knowing 
you’ll be protected no matter what the future brings. 

 

 

 
Prices 

Individuals 
£295+vat for one LPA (Health or finance) 
£395+vat for both. 

 
Couples 

£395+vat for one LPA each (Health/Finance) 
£595+vat for both types of LPA for both people 

 

*We recommend registering LPAs so they are ready 
to use immediately if needed. The court charge £82 
per document to do this (there’s no additional charge 
from us) 

 

  


