
 

 

5 good reasons to make a WILL 
Making a will is one of the most important things you can do, here are 5 good 
reasons why: 
 
1. Avoid ‘The Nightmare’ of intestacy. 
The most common expression people use to describe sorting out an 
estate without a will is ‘a nightmare’. It often takes a long time and is more 
complicated, but that’s not the worst part: 
 
Firstly, your assets will be distributed according to ‘the intestacy rules’ 
which can be unfair: a spouse can be left with much less than expected, 
and unmarried couples are not entitled to anything at all. In extreme cases 
your assets may even go to the government. 
 
Secondly, ‘strong characters’ tend to take over, meaning people you’d 
rather didn’t touch your private papers may take charge. A will gives you 
the opportunity to choose the most sensible and fair minded people to sort 
out your affairs. 
 
Some families never properly recover from a relative dying without a will. If some members of the family were closer to the 
deceased than others, things can get very bitter when assets pass to other family members who gave the deceased little 
support and affection during their lifetime. Money can do strange things to people – make sure when your family look for a 
will there’s one there to guide them because if you don’t leave a will you may be leaving a nightmare.  
 
2. A fantastic opportunity for Estate Planning 
Some people think a will is simply a list of who will inherit, when in fact it’s one of the most important legal documents you 
will ever sign. With some simple ‘Estate Planning’ measures you can protect your assets from all kinds of risks and save 
your family thousands of pounds. You should think of your will as an opportunity to protect your life savings from some of 
the things life can throw at you: 

 
Care Fees 

Many people have to sell their property to pay for care, however a carefully drawn will can protect at least half the 
value of your property from the risk of care fees.  

Inheritance Tax (IHT) 
IHT is payable at 40% on assets above £325,000, many people feel this is unfair as they already paid tax when 
they earned the money. A well-drafted will can considerably reduce the amount of IHT you pay. 

Divorce or Bankruptcy 
If any of your children go through divorce or bankruptcy any money they inherit may be lost. A Protective clause 
in your will can make sure your money stays in the family. 

If your spouse remarries after your death 
You may hope your spouse will meet a new companion following your death but how can you be sure the new 
partner won’t spend the inheritance you hoped would pass down to your children? A protective clause in your will 
can address this risk. 

Complicated families, such as children from a previous relationship 
If you or your partner have children from a former relationship you will want to make sure each other will be 
secure without risking your children losing out on their inheritance. We can draft a will to make sure everyone’s 
interests are protected. 

 
3. It gives you the chance to write a ‘Letter of Wishes’ 
Even where there are few assets in an estate families sometimes fall out – We know of one case where a family even 
argued over a mop and bucket! Deciding who will keep personal belongings is often the most difficult part of winding up an 
estate because of the sentimental value. A letter of wishes gives you a chance to set out which items are important to you 
and who should have them. Some people even add a few personal words, which can be a great comfort to the family. 
 
4. Parents can nominate guardians for their children 
In your will you can appoint guardians to take care of your children. It’s important because otherwise a court may have to 
step in, possibly appointing someone who you wouldn’t have chosen for the role. 
 
5. It’s actually a very pleasant experience to put your affairs in order. 
If you want to get organised there’s no better place to start than making a will. Clients often say the experience was 
much better than they imagined. Once it’s done you’ll probably have a sense of security and satisfaction, especially if it’s 
something you’ve been meaning to sort out for ages. 
 
What GoodLaw offer: 
o Expertise in Estate Planning and complex family situations 
o A clearly written will in plain English drafted by a specialist in this field. 
o Free ongoing advice and a regular newsletter keeping you up to date with this fast moving area of law.  
o Good honest friendly advice – call us for a chat on 01273 956270 (Hove) or 01252 471211 (Farnham)  

 


